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@l las designer achieves rufr"ur‘rr foor eclior

in loyal client’s latest sanctuary

Interioe design by J. Douglas Bradford | Text by Mancy Myers | Photography by Robert Morrell
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der Flazn seen, near SMLUL That wos
ek in the early "90s, ahaorrly after the
imceptian of |. Douglas Designe Todnoy, the
far more ambitious effort of mnstorming
this 4,500 squanre-toot Litkewood hatemni
into g stylized personal space serves as |
pestapnent to the lasting designerhom
eowner trust forgpad during that early ven
ture. Dowpelns considers hin “dream client”™
1 poasd Telend @ well, “He lets nwe create
wisionn, fnmd while he cerrainly bins the final
i 1 dom® think there was anvthing
i no® t0,” he sy, “He might take a
conple of dovs eo give me an answer, but
s ustnnlly "Lee’s juse div 5. | omest yoa, anc

vous bways make things ook fabulous.™

Postapartment and prioe o the o

rent endenor, the bomoowner had so

Donmilad's experse for ver amother dwell
inie. further cinching the Jesiomers canme
hlanche st when it enme o his Bnrest
mcwe “Dhaplns really mesde it a hoose,” sas
the honmesosner, who deseribes the décor as
necclasical with o modern padse, =1 Lked
what he disl, and always had him in mind
| lewes] s worke, aned hovve never soen amy-

thing he's doge that | loven't liked.”
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The client wonted everything ready o
insall upon completion; and Douglas was
ihle 1o deliver. His bigpest challenge
hardly an insurmounoable obscle—was
cosiing the homeownier inm the faux fin
ik b insisted on throuphour the himse.
“He thoughe the -.I|I|t|"|l: wis wiy to dark,
but be trsted me and ler me do what |
wanted” says the desiomer, "Once bt was
comnpleted, he absolutely loved iz | think
a loe of times clicnts are afraid of color, or,
| shumeld say, o dacker colos. In this case it
mirkes for a dramarse backdrop” According
i the homewmer, “We po back and forch,
anad he alwiys pers hibs vy, Ultimarely,
those dark colors really bring our the nche
nezEs ok thee Furnitoge"

This chient planned the byout of the
home himeel, and & took 3 yeur & bailkd,
and amother vear and a hall o decorae
and complene. “l think like any bouse, i«
is o wowrks alwiys 0 pgpiesa, and iny client
is mlways open (o chanpe,” sy Douglas
Adde the bomeowner, “He's g a teal feel
fog what I'm poing to like. He did a spec-
tncular jobs on the frmals in frone. Each
rooen s sl fes own inkbmate [and sepa-
rate] vens, but through the wse of eleva-
riore #hifts, halconies, windows, nooks, and
craunnkes you abways feel connected o the
hioiase i its entieety, It hos @ very caclike
feel. There's always some high pench allow-
img yem 1o take in the amidince.”
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from the previous residence, all of the
pieces were custom for the house, either
purchased new from the designer’s Oak
Liwn showroom or specinl-ordered. Diog-
las sebecied everythimg—itom fixtures o
fimishes to fireplsce mantels. Ir's custom:
ary for the desigmer tr deliver this type ol
w ol e=femise frois leage, as bk stunbofpallery
s ser up o equip customers with the fin-
£5l i [Eaniings, -n||rt||n'-'-. abd gecents wo
complement mny array of fine furmishings

The diverse nature of interior elemenits
represents what Douplass vast collection
is all about—picces that possess o timebess
quitlity. In other wonds, he's more con-
cerned with lasting looks than with chas-
g cremads. “We chermyepack everything we

purchase for my showroom, A lot of clients







tbamy differant elemants work legetl
molke thé third Boor room o g

Right In the. moser bedibom, the hand<arved mabogony bed &
phctland Smith, ar k' the eclariginmeed cester, feobwing hondseropped
leathssr end coromande| pochel decn

el me when they shop with us, it Hke we weni wwnanil Hhee woeld
_||1.| |"||_-l_|_-..,!| (MR [|||_ |'||_"-I ol the best. [t all works I-II.'.,'\.'II'I'l'I YEery 'l-'-l"llu
whether ir's contemporary or maore traditconal. | think thar is what
st off the public likei—heing able tw mix pleces”™

The formal dining moom ond all of the upholstery in che fm-
aly poom are from Maree Carson, one of Douglis® vorite lines
"CSich emdless possibilitics in finishes, and the bes fabrics and
rrims in the industry,” be savs of the Callfornio-based COMT ATy
",'|1.l','\..'|1 I b= ||'|I'-L'F ||‘rr'.‘|, I l'\.l". |IIIIII‘-|1I'I'-|."\- ]!.l .Illl'\-ll_' LR 1]
chandelier is imported from Pakistan. Two elegant gilded cabi
nets on-acrylic stands flank the French doors leading out 1o the
swimming pool. These are among the few items b wirhit from the
client’s previous home, and they're purchases from Allan Knighe
who sequired them from o temple 0 Asa, °l think theyre ow
Forite peces in thie house,” zays Douplos.

The “floating chests™ ane among the homeowners favorioes ks
well, aloag with the Bobert Franklin paditing titled Aphs it
which hangs over the formil living room fireplace; and the large
mermaid sculprurne by the |'-.u||, poguired through a local antique
auct e el |"||_'-||_':1||_'_t [k ]||||L s | i, Since '\.ll\."i"'l{lll.'l wrid ook
eowwnier fire [lkeminded in terme of art, selecting works o adom
r|'||' l.l.'_||::l. ST B LS 3S r|||_- [t M ] r|:|.:- |'|'“ ||"| WL HHE |.'IIII|.'._|.|'- |"'l".'
sorinlly chose the works from amists represended by Phoenix Art
Ciroup. He would first run the options by bis client, whos apprect
sted the devgners seiise Ol sivle and artisle evs "Even thi -|-.:||
they are stand-alone pleces, most of the paintings were acquired
i fulfill eolor and texture conpiderations o enhance the space
they were complementing.” the homeowner saps, “If Douglas eves
presented me with an idea | indtially felt uncermain abour, always,
wlter a lirde considernnion, 1 would come o his same conelusion
When it comes to decorating. he’s definively the muoszer. Tve
learned o orust his vision wholeheamedly,”

The master bedroom boasts a hand-carved mabogany bed and
hand-wrapped lesther entertainment center with Coromandel
pocket doors. Both are from Maitiand-Smarh, fomeec for betr

ksomecuabity furninure handerafted from exoric materials. Rugs

throughaour the house were selected from Feizy Imports of Dallas
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accomreanving cofee table, which nles serves a5 a stomge ounk, s

por-prinied le - A wrapped leather corel

with o pen=shell top doubles as the room’s walk-ap bas. Ohagdoor fur

nidture is by Florids-bsised Pavilion Furnimere, amd the designer also
had nal word e all of the pool detizn wnd baindseaping

“Eves i : if ity smply

oy st pnd wak i In” sy the hommeosmer. “A muoch i= this house

ts o biome, it's also an art Ellery of perfectly motched pieces set in

[ J"| |I:|.|.-"- I-.|.'|'I| g B I'l [

|'r.-'.'|.||- A periect Hile & forme to both live aned entertain™ =
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